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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – March 8, 2018 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Don Skiba, Richard 
Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, Selectmen’s Representative Sylvester Karasinski, Alternate Jim McConnell and Alternate 
Michael York. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting. The Chair seated McConnell for 
Smith. 
 
Absent:  Joe Smith and Alternate Liz Traynor 
 
Others Present:   
Director of Planning and Community Development Sara Carbonneau, William Prescott, Jr., David Bergeron from 
Brickstone Land Use, David Mann, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Milowicki 
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from February 8, 2018 were considered. There was a motion by Self to approve the Minutes of 
February 8, 2018. There was a second by Sainsbury.  All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as having 
potential for regional impact. Motion was made by McConnell that there is no item on the agenda which can be 
construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Self with no further discussion.  All were in 
favor. Motion passed.      
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Subdivision Application 
William G. Prescott, Jr. & Sheryl A. Prescott wish to subdivide Tax Map 32, Lot 20-2 into 3 lots and to construct a 
new Class V roadway/cul-de-sac to provide road frontage to the 63.5 acre lot.  The subject premises are located 
off Old Homestead Highway and Talbot Hill Road and situated in the Residence and Rural/Agricultural Districts.  
This hearing is continued from February 22, 2018.   
 
Public hearing opened at 6:04 p.m. 
David Mann presented the plan to the members of the Board.  He referred to the two lots to be subdivided with 
road frontage on Route 32 and the reason for the need of the cul-de-sac in order to provide Classs V road frontage 
to access the larger property.  Mann said he reviewed the plans with Director of Department of Public Works 
(DPW) Lee Dunham and there are minor changes to be made, which he explained to the Board.  Carbonneau said 
she has not had the opportunity to speak to Dunham because the weather has had everyone snow plowing. She 
asked that any approval would be subject to Dunham’s approval. She added that she needs to see added a metes 
and bounds description and the deed conveying the cul-de-sac property to the Town. Carbonneau also noted that 
the new road will need to be named.  The road will be a Class V town-maintained roadway. It cannot be named a 
family name of someone alive.  Page recommended that the Selectmen come up with a name.  
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Self asked what detail the road agent asked for in the construction of the cul-de-sac and Mann explained some of 
the details requested. He referred to drainage changes to collect run-off. 
 
Page asked if there were abutters present who wished to speak.  Abutter Frank Milowicki spoke to Mann briefly 
and reviewed the plan. Mann said the cul-de-sac will not be easily visible from the bluff nearby.  There was a 
discussion on the placing of a future driveway.   
Public hearing closed at 6:15 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the application of William G. Prescott, Jr. & Sheryl A. Prescott to 
subdivide Tax Map 32, Lot 20-2 into 3 lots and to construct a new Class V roadway/cul-de-sac to provide 
road frontage to the 63.5 acre lot subject to approval by the Director of DPW and inclusion of a metes and 
bounds description and the tendering of a deed conveying the cul-de-sac property to the Town. There was 
a second by McConnell and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OTHER APPLICATIONS (The application was considered for completeness only.) 
 
Site Plan Review  
David Bergeron, agent on behalf of HRK 14, LLC, wishes to construct two duplex buildings (total of 4 units) on 
property situated off Old Richmond Road.  The property is shown at Tax Map 25, Lot 14, situated in the Resident 
District.  If the Planning Board determines that the application is complete, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held on 
Thursday, March 22, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at Whitcomb Hall 17 Main Street.   
 
Bergeron said a wetlands permit application has been submitted to New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services (NH DES) since there is a stream that will be crossed to access the subdivision. The subdivision plan 
cannot be recorded until the wetlands permit is approved. He showed the subdivision plan indicating where the 
driveway will cross the stream on the site. He referred to erosion control and a culvert to be used. He referred to 
storm water control design, leach fields to north and wells to the east.  He referred to soil fences around the 
perimeter and landscaping around the units. He said there is a narrative about curb cuts and traffic numbers, 
lighting utilities, among other details.  Part of the drainage control includes sizing the culvert correctly because 
there is off-site feed into the stream. He said the plan is actually reducing drainage. He said these duplexes will be 
similar to the ones in Chesterfield, NH. Bergeron said there will be architectural elevations available soon.  He said 
the builder has talked about the possibility of building cape-style units with three bedrooms.  
 
Page asked if the members of the Board had any concerns about the completeness of the application.  
Carbonneau added that the Conservation Commission has no concerns about the project.  
 

There was a motion by Self that the application of David Bergeron, agent on behalf of HRK 14, LLC, to 
construct two duplex buildings (total of 4 units) on property situated off Old Richmond Road, shown at 
Tax Map 25, Lot 14, and situated in the Resident District is complete and may proceed to public hearing 
on March 22, 2018. There was a second to the motion by Skiba and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS 
Discussion – regarding whether the Planning Board wishes to form a Drinking Water Protection sub-committee 
The purpose of the sub-committee was discussed.  Skiba said the goal as he understood it was the sub-committee 
would make sure that any elements from the water protection plan that were missing from existing ordinances 
would be included into the existing ordinances so there is one set of regulations.  Carbonneau said she thought 
part of the plan is education and asked if the part of the sub-committee’s duties would be to create educational 
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materials that could be included in the new homeowners’ packets.  Skiba said he thought education was a 
separate issue. He said that the Conservation Commission should be doing the education part.  Self referred to 
Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) which might have educational materials. There was a discussion 
about the different pieces such that it is confusing to a newcomer and Johnson recommended a single source.  
Skiba spoke about how the aquifer overlaps other zones so he thinks that is a problem.  Self said that in the zoning 
ordinances, if we left something out, it should be included.  Self suggested just needing to read through the 
document to compare it to the zoning ordinances.  
 
Page referred to an initiative by the City of Keene to make it easier for development by removing some of the 
layers that interfere with getting things done.  Page said he doesn’t want to see that kind of complexity in 
Swanzey.  There was a discussion about the airport and whether Swanzey has jurisdiction over the airport land 
that lies in Swanzey.  
 
Carbonneau said that a Master Plan sub-committee was working on updates and that ended. The Master Plan 
Subcommittee felt that it didn’t make sense to re-write the Master Plan and that only updates were needed.  She 
said she thinks of the Master Plan as a living document that sections can be replaced and some old sections left in 
that are still pertinent. She asked the members what they want from a Master Plan. Carbonneau noted it took 
several years to update the Master Plan the last time. Carbonneau said the Town has achieved many of the goals 
in the Master Plan.  Page referred to an appendix can be added for additional materials. 
 
Karasinski spoke about the fact that within the entire town of Swanzey a gas station may not be permitted given 
the extent of the aquifer in Swanzey. Carbonneau said gas stations and auto body shops are all permitted by 
special exception.  She said the Zoning Board is tough and they look at those concerns carefully.  She added that 
the Planning Board could ban gas stations from all of town if they so desired and if approved by the voters.  But 
Planning Board cannot regulate residential single family homes. She said her concern is the residential use where 
residents are not educated about the impact of dumping pollutants into the ground and that is why she thinks 
that education is important. She said that she felt that in the business district there are enough regulations and 
scope of review to protect drinking water – especially since such uses typically would need a special exception or 
a variance, as well as site plan review. 
 
Karasinski spoke about protecting source water wells by placing protection zones around the wells.  He noted that 
NH DES has handouts about best management practices to prevent groundwater contamination.  
 
Carbonneau noted that in the past personal conversations were held with land owners about protecting the water 
supply; the personal touch was effective.  There was a discussion about new businesses using products in their 
business that might negatively impact on drinking water. 
 

Motion was made by Skiba to continue this discussion at a later date, second by Johnson and all were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
Reminder - Voting: Tuesday, March 13 at Christian Life Fellowship (8 a.m. to 7 p.m.) 
 
Next Meeting:  March 22, 2018 at Whitcomb Hall 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by McConnell.  There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 7:10 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary   
 


